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Writing an Objective Summary on the Experience of Lebanese Immigrants in America

Overview

This lesson is designed for English IV students (grades 11-12) and focuses on writing an objective summary. It
spans a total of two days and features resources from the Khayrallah Center for Lebanese Diaspora Studies at
North Carolina State University. Students will learn about the experience of Lebanese immigrants in the United
States by watching a documentary, Cedars in the Pines, and reading an essay written by an immigrant in 1927.
After writing an Objective Summary on the text, students will reflect on the complexity of human identities.

Essential/Compelling Question(s)
e How are human identities shaped or reshaped by physical space?

Grade(s)
11-12

Subject(s)
English IV

ELA Common Core Standards:

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2: Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to
provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the
text leaves matters uncertain.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.D: Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Materials:
e Menti
e Video- Cedars In the Pines
e Article: “Syrians” and Race in the 1920s by Dr. Akram Khater
e  Text- Syria for Syrians
e Elmo or other document camera
e Video on “How to Write an Objective Summary”
e Data sets, articles, and research from the Khayrallah Center for Lebanese Diaspora Studies Projects
website

Duration

The lesson covers two days of 60 minute sessions however teachers may modify the time according to their
own schedules. Teachers are also welcomed to carry on the subject using other resources suggested at the end
of the lesson.

This lesson was created by Marsha Harvey as part of the Middle East and African Cultures Teacher Fellows Program.
For more information about the program, please visit ncmideast.org/meac-teacher-fellows


https://lebanesestudies.ncsu.edu/projects/documentary.php
https://lebanesestudies.news.chass.ncsu.edu/2016/04/27/syrians-and-race-in-the-1920s/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scjqgee2qJE
https://lebanesestudies.ncsu.edu/projects/
https://lebanesestudies.ncsu.edu/projects/

Procedure
Day 1: Introduction: Menti.com- Who Are You?
1. Using Mentimeter, have students reflect on their own identities. Menti is a software that allows students
to respond to questions with their smartphones and show the results live. Ask students to use three words
to describe who they are: at school, home, & on social media.

2. Lead a class discussion about the various identities that shape students’ lives. Do they feel different in
different places? Around different people? What does it mean to be from a certain place? How would they
feel if they moved to a new place away from home?

Documentary: Cedars in the Pines
3. Students will watch a video on Lebanese immigration to North Carolina; Cedars in the Pines. This
documentary is 55 minutes long and narrates the lives of Lebanese immigrants who have journeyed from
Lebanon to North Carolina and labored here to build new homes, raise families and enrich the state with
their culture and hard work.

4. After finishing the documentary, the teacher will engage students in a whole group discussion using the
Socratic Seminar model of discussion. The discussion will be centered around the immigrant experience in
America, giving students an opportunity to share their own thoughts on the subject. Questions to discuss
can include:

a. Discuss the importance of maintaining cultural heritage and community within the Lebanese
diaspora over time.

b. What compels Lebanese immigrants to maintain or seek a connection with a homeland, and
how have they done so?

Day 2: Primary Source Document: Syria for the Syrians

5. Onday 2, students will read (two times) and annotate an essay titled “Syria for the Syrians” written in 1927
by Dr. Michael Shadid, living and practicing medicine in Oklahoma. The essay argues that “Syrians” will
never be accepted in America because of racial prejudice. The teacher may want to provide additional
context with information from this article, “Syrians” and Race in the 1920s, by Dr. Akram Khater. The
teacher should first model annotating the document to extract central ideas; project the text and use the
Elmo device to demonstrate this process using Think-Aloud. Respond to student questions about the text
or annotation skills.

6. Teacher will review summary writing with the class. Show this 5-minute video on “How to Write an
Objective Summary”.

7. Individually, students will read the text “Syria for the Syrians”. Students will be instructed to engage the
author by making notes on points of interest or points of confusion as they read (but they should not fully
annotate yet). After reading, students will have a peer discussion- students will share their thoughts with
an elbow partner for 5 minutes.

8. Students will read the text a second time, and under the supervision of the teacher, begin to annotate the
text for reasons the author gives on why Syrians should return to Syria.

9. As the culminating assessment, students will write an Objective Summary of all the reasons for which Mr.
Shadid says Syrians should return to their country. Summaries should not exceed two paragraphs;

This lesson was created by Marsha Harvey as part of the Middle East and African Cultures Teacher Fellows Program.
For more information about the program, please visit ncmideast.org/meac-teacher-fellows


https://www.mentimeter.com/s/9eb5d6737e2de7b731417a89c248c209/c3cd5bf60d5a
https://lebanesestudies.ncsu.edu/projects/documentary.php
https://lebanesestudies.ncsu.edu/projects/documentary.php
https://lebanesestudies.news.chass.ncsu.edu/2016/04/27/syrians-and-race-in-the-1920s/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scjqgee2qJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scjqgee2qJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scjqgee2qJE

Summaries should be paraphrased while retaining the author’s original ideas. Students will first write a
draft, which will be edited by a peer and then by the teacher.
a. Students may do additional research using the Khayrallah Center’s Projects website with data
sets, research projects, and interesting articles about the Lebanese diaspora in the United
States.

10. Homework after Day 2: Using the information from the entire lesson- video, discussions, & readings-
students should answer the essential question in 3-4 sentences: “How are human identities shaped or
reshaped by physical space?”

Extended Learning
Students may conduct research on Lebanese Poets and writers: Students could select one of the poets/writers
from the list and write a two page research paper on him/her- 11 famous Lebanese Poets & Writers You
Should Know. In the paper, students should address how this poet’s Lebanese identity and location (are they in
Lebanon or in the diaspora) has shaped his/her writings.

This lesson was created by Marsha Harvey as part of the Middle East and African Cultures Teacher Fellows Program.
For more information about the program, please visit ncmideast.org/meac-teacher-fellows


https://lebanesestudies.ncsu.edu/projects/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VUF03r93DyUCu2NwlPFgvGdTQXDUgErbHsOoQhf8_cQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VUF03r93DyUCu2NwlPFgvGdTQXDUgErbHsOoQhf8_cQ/edit
https://theculturetrip.com/middle-east/lebanon/articles/11-famous-lebanese-poets-and-writers-you-should-know/
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Syria For The Syrians

i aeco the persomal experiences of & Syrien physicion who
” J%a%ﬁy«%%@

By Dr. M. Suapm

| Iamgwﬁianmdm‘WugqqmdeOym
! ago and have in the active practice of medicine and surgery
i) ever since. Am married and have six children. I came to this
|l * country in 1898 when a mere lad of sixteen years. As a physi-
| & cian and surgeon, I have achieved a fair degree of success and
B happen to be forty-five years of age. Ever since my arrival in
£ this country I have mingled with native Americans exclusively
i and can fairly say that 1 know America and the American mind.
' Pardon the foregoing personal references, which I merely
B | || state as a preliminary to give weight to my conclusion which is
| | A4 succinctly stated in the caption of this communication, “Syria for
(| the Syrians”. By this I imply that of all countries Syris is the
| §} country of choice for Syrians to live in.
This conelusion has been borne upon me after a residence in
the United States of America of 28 years. The reasons for this
The economic factor takes first rank with the average Syrian
and for the very good reason that he left his native abode for
economic reasons. The question therefore resolves itself into
whether or not the Syrian in Syria can do as well economically
as he can in the United States. I am of course speaking for the
average Syrian and believe it holds true for the vast majority of
the Syrians. The majority of the Syrian people in the United
States will be better off economically in their native country.
The needs of Syria are agricultural and Syrian agricul-
tural possibilities have not.been touched. Successful agriculture
\ g;tvnp:nc}sonlﬂihblccheaphndmdchuphbnr,mdSyﬁahas
of them.

1

Farming in Syria is still where it was in the middle ages.
The land is pl with 2 crooked stick, called 2 plow, drawn by

a pair of oxen. The crops are harvested with the hand scythe
and threshed with the mie old primitive fashion. In spite of
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all these primitive methods the people are still able to subsist.
The land is fertile and productive and what can one not do with
modern methods of farming? I am not a farmer and do not
end to know very much about the needs of farming. But I
are engaged in farming. These Syrians raise cotton, corn, wheat,
poultry, and they all tell me that there is no reason in the world
why they cannot go back home and engage sucx in agri-
cultural pursuits . They seem to be awaiting the pacification of
the country before returning home for that purpose. _
Cotton in Syria should be 2 very profitable crop, indeed
more so'than in this country owing to the climatic conditions and
to the availability of cheap land and cheap labor. And cotton is
a world staple with a ready market. Egypt prospers with cotton
raising, why not Syria? Corn and wheat may be produced
in great abundance in Syria and I verily believe that the only
way to stop emigrati ation of our people to foreign lands lays in the
em' of our people to the very great possibilities of farming.
bisa Fhtir Eeotonts i dn elfoft to introrkucs ‘nodern mmethioth of
farming with a view to the salvation of Syria from economic ruin.
But farming, though the chicf opportunity, is not the only
one in Syria for the Syrians. Once agriculture is put on its feet,
the country will become ready for other commerdal and inc
trial enterprises. In this country all depend on agriculture; when
farmers fail, others fail also. The same will apply to Syr-
jan agriculture. A Syria of prosperous farmers will mean a Syria
of prosperons merchants, doctors and other technical workers.
Once farming is established the needs of the country will call for
telephones, railroads, manufactures of every description, mining
and so forth.
From a sodal standpoint Syrians are subject to being
ostracised not alone by mnative Americans put by all
those peoples belonging to the ‘Nordic branch of the White race.
While native Americans are the worst offenders in this respect,
it cannot be said that other Nordics are free from this offense.
Indeed it may be said that among native born Americans there
hmprejudiceagﬁnst-foreignmingenadand&ﬁmin
than in any other country of the wide world, it scems.
Nor is this prejudice and social ostracism limited to any
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social stratum in American society. It permeates the mass of
Americans without regard to class or station in life. The bulk of
Americans is made up of the so-called middle class and this class
is more emphatic in its prejudices than any other. Witness
the organization of the Ku Klux Klan. It grew like a mushroom
almost over night and its venom was spent more upon “foreign-
ers” than Catholics, Negroes or Jews.

1 live on Broadway, the main residential street in this pro-
vindal town of five thousand souls — all Americans — and across
the street of me live two doctors, two “brother” physicians, beth
Klansmen. They recognize me professionally but ostracise me
socially. Next door to me to the east lives an American whose
father was an immigrant to this country, a Swede, who, too, is
2 Klansman, Next door to the west of me lives a banker, also
2 member of the “Invisible Empire®. Needless to say these “one
hundred-per-cent Americans” will have no social intercourse with
men of foreign birth.

Just how an educated American, as all these men are sup-
posed to be, can be descendants of the fathers of the American
Revolution and still owe fealty to an “Invisible Empire” passes
all compreheasion.

1 would not mind if this social ostracism affected me,
and in no way affected my family, my wife and six children. Per-
sonally I do not care for sodiety very much, my time being taken
up with my daily professional duties and occasional readings and
literary ing pugldoobjea.mhavingn}ydﬁld:enfed
on my account. I object very strongly to my children being look-
ed down upon or considered inferior by snobbish American chil-

dren.

I have been a member of the Masonic fraternity for 24 years
or thereabout, and when a year ago, after residing in this town
for three years, I decided to become 2 member of the local lodge
. by sending in my demit from my home lodge, 2 member of the
K. K. K. and an officer of the local Masonic lodge saw fit to black-
ball me. I happen to know his reasons for it. I am a foreigner
and therefore 'an anti-klansman and he thinks and believes it to
be to the best interest of the Masonic fraternity to keep such
out of the lodge. :

A Syrian merchant who lived in Greer County, Oklahoma,
for 15 years moved from one town to another in the same county
snd engaged in business. Soqn after renting a store, he reccived
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vication on the official stationery of the hooded order
warning hi away from the town at the risk of economic
boycot and his own life. Another Syrian merchant’s dry goods
mwhmnedduwnmnnfmrhemvedathmtbymnl
ordering him to move away from the town.
cans. I am not saying that Ameri are 2 bad people. 1 be-
Iieve in the American people. 1 believe the American people are
good people. I believe there is more good in the hearts of the

world, for the Syrian people.

1 would rather live on equality with any people than to live
on & basis of inequality anywhere in the wide world. 1 want to
liveinzeountrywhe_relcmlonkanyman'inthefaocasgsov-
creign citizen; where I would not need to be ashamed of my
nativity, my ancestry, my racial traditions, etc. Where else in
the world can a Syrian so live, except in Syria?

Ibn Moussa Sheibany, one of the Arab sages, once gave the
following parable on the true sense of pity:

A bird hunter went out once to spread his net on a windy
day. The birds, both from being harassed by the winds and
through the attraction of the grain, flocked to the net in large
numbers. The hunter made a great. haul and in order to hasten
his work resorted to the simple method of breaking the birds’
wings and throwing them alive in his bag, stopping at times to
wipe the tears flowing from his eyes through the action of the
wind and the dust. '

Noticing this, one bird, who was glad for having his life
spared, turned to one of his companions and said:

«How kind-hearted and compassionate this huater is; sce
you not his flowing tears?”

To which the companion replied: ;
I ook you not upon the tears of his eyes, but rather upon the
work of his hands!?
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Readers’

SYRIANS HAVE
FAITH IN AMERICA
Editor Syrian World. :
In the case of Dr. M. Shadid the
dingnoais iz “Elkcitytis”, that de-
pressing affliction which overcomes
mmany!olks,includinz.&m
For further information consalt
Sinclair Lewis’ “Main Strect”.
Somehow, we can’t forgive Dr.
Shadid for his surrender and advice.
We credit to him a greater degree
of wisdom and culture than usually

make him impregnable in the situa-

shnuldhavomuntammﬂ:mfnir
chance to attain that place in their

Despite all one’s efforts to find
for one’s self a niche in the Ameri-
can community, which iz American
in every aspect, there is always that
door through which one may not en-
ter. The password is fourth genera-
tion Americanism. There are many
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Forum

We remember that during our
childhood, when we sang “America”,
we tried so hard to justify the fer-
vor which we aang into the phrase
“land where my fathevs died”. And,
we also remember that we finally
solved the problem satisfactorily to
us. The child in us coneluded that
George Washington, the father of
our country, must be our father be-
cause this is our country, We loved
every word and phrase of “Amer-
ica”, and no one ean ever persuade
us that our childish conclusion was
wrong, and that we did not have as
much right to sing the anthem as
anyone else here.

For the foreigner who comes to
thege shores, imbued with the de-
sire to be truly patriotic, there is the
seemingly insvitable danger of losing
out for the new things, and tend to
lose sight of our own goodness.
That transeendant process is natural-
1y more dificult for Syrians. Unlike
the Nordics and other Europeaus,
onr pecple were not early settlers,
and have yet to mske their impres-
gion on ihe commumity.

There 18 nothing for us to conceal;
on the conirary, we have much to
reveal to our American brethren.
Syria once led the world both in cul-
tural and commercial pursnits, and
we cannot be entirely deveid of the
progressive qualities which made the
name of Lebanon world-famed. We
must always remember that the need
for acquiving new ideals does not
necessarily mean discarding the old.

part of either group. We should be
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ing to be like someone else, we must
know our Hmitations, as well as ouxr
poasibilities.

It is surprising that Dr. Shadid
is not grateful for having his chil-
dren ignored by snobbish people.
Why should anyone object to “being'
locked down upon or considered in-
ferior” by snobbish Americans? To
be considered inferior by an intelli-

55

not not having the proper entree in-
to the American contmumity. Dr.
Shadid partly solved the reason why
Syrians have been somewhat isolat-
ed, when he mentions the “Syrian
colony... awaiting pacification be-
fore returning”. Until we assume
our share of all the community’s re-
sponsibilities, we have no right to
expect: consideration and friendship,
‘Who lives for himself must live by
himself, As long as we have among
us a group that assumes a “fly by
night” attitude, we will be unable to
take our poszition in any American
community. The effect of a colony
cannot be undone by one person,
even though ho be a professional
man.

The jdeas of rehabilitating Syria
are splendid, and worthy of praise.
From information gleaned for the
past ten years, we are under the
impression that there is a great
nmomber of unemployed in Syria.
This number would, undoubtedly, be
sufficient for undertaking the pro-
jects deseribed by the doctor. Our
presence in Syria is not as neces-
sary as our financial assistance and
the leadership of those who are qual-
ified to be leaders.

The world as a whole does not
consider a man’s religion, his na-
tionality, nor political belief with the
streas that it did in former days.
And the truth of this statement is

to the need of their suffering bre-
thren, just as America did at the

terms as magnanimous as does the
world at large is immaterial to us,
for he has a right to his opinion,
even though it may be bigoted.
Hasty conclusions are deirimental
to our welfare. Lasti summer we
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I have lived in the Bouthwest for
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27 years, mingled with the Bouth-
western inhabitants of the United
States, and I want to say that there
is no better locality for a man who
attends to his own business and
obeys the laws of the country, to
live in.

_ emigrating
back to the land of his birth, where
his children may enjoy the same
pﬂvﬂuuuothadﬂldnn,udh

My children attend the public
schools of this country. They axe
on a par with smy American-born
children, They recelve the same at-
tention and courtesy as is shown any

otwsoul!edIOOpereent.Amerl-
canehﬂd.

i more of Dr. Shadid’s type of
men would 'emigrate back to Syris;
carrying with them the ideas and
civilization of Ameriea, it would be

a great godsend to the nation.
A. N. Adwon.
Wilson, Okls.
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