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The Re-education of Iranian and U.S. Relations 
Overview 
Iran is a country that students hear about often, but unfortunately it is not in a holistic manner.  Students can 
name it as one of the “Axis of Evil” states, as a state that the U.S. has sanctioned for nuclear arms, or as a 
theocracy, but they do not know the history of Iran and the relationship it has had with the United States.  
From this lesson, students will be able to identify Iranian immigration into the U.S and discuss the political 
history between the U.S. and Iran along with implications for the future political relationships.  During this 
lesson, students will analyze Iranian migration into the U.S., view Iranian communities in the U.S., and connect 
these migration patterns to the political history of Iran.   
 
Essential/Compelling Question(s) 

 Why did Iran become an international enemy when it was once a friend? 

 Why did Iranians want to migrate the U.S. during each wave of their migration (particularly when they 
faced discrimination)? 

 Why has an Iranian identity often been a burden for those living in the U.S.? 
 
Grade(s) 
11 & 12 
 
Subject(s)  
Comparative Government and Politics & Human Geography  
 
Essential Standards 

AP Human Geography  

 Explain how push and pull factors contribute to migration.  

 Analyze major historical migrations. 

 Analyze the cultural, economic, environmental, and political consequences of migration. 
       AP Comparative Government and Politics  

 Explain political and economic change in Iran. 

 Analyze policy issues in regards to civil liberties, rights, and freedoms. 

 Explain connection between political changes in Iran to population and emigration. 
 
Materials 

 Chart: Iranian Immigration into the U.S.  

 “Tehrangeles: How Iranians Made Part of LA Their Own” by Shoku Amirani  

 “Being and Iranian American” by Yara Elmjouie 

 PowerPoint Photos to make Timeline (the PowerPoint is in chronological order) 

 Timeline worksheet for students 
 

Duration 
2 class periods or a 90-minute lesson.   
 

https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-19751370
https://www.aljazeera.com/blogs/americas/2018/04/iranian-american-180430100156170.html
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Procedure 
Bell Ringer  

1. Teacher will project a graphic of Iranian migration into the U.S from Iran (see attached Iranian Immigration 
Chart). Students will be instructed to jot the responses to the questions below in their notebooks.  These 
questions may be written on the board or also projected on a screen. Teacher will not need to address 
these questions at this point because they are previews for the lesson ahead.  

a. Identify three peaks of migration from Iran into the U.S. 
b. Predict one reason why these migrations occurred during each peak. 

 
Iranian Migration Study  

2. Teacher will instruct students to write in their notebook the following 3-2-1 activity: Students will first read 
the article “Tehrangeles: How Iranians Made Part of LA Their Own”. After reading, they should write down 
the following: 

 3 facts about Iran from the article  

 2 push factors that made Iranians leave Iran  

 1 way Iranians have influenced their U.S. community 
 
3. To reinforce what students have read, the teacher will play the short video, “Being and Iranian American:  

Part 1” by Yara Elmjouie (about 10 minutes). Students will complete another 3-2-1 activity: Students 
should write: 

 3 difficulties faced by Iranians in Los Angeles 

 2 ways Iranians have changed the cultural landscape of Los Angeles 

 1 prediction of an issue 2nd generation Iranians face in the U.S. 
 

4. Teacher will pair up students to share what they have notated from their 3-2-1 in a think-pair-share.  Once 
teacher has had the students pair off, say to the class “Please share for 5 minutes what you have 
discussed.” 

 
Iranian Political History  

Teacher Preparation for this Activity:  Teacher will need to print up index size cards of the PowerPoint slides. 
Each slide with an image has a corresponding slide with questions. Teachers may print the questions on the 
back of the image (I put these on a heavy cardstock paper and laminated each card so that I could use this 
activity for a number of years.). Teacher will also need to print a Timeline Template for the students to 
complete (attached) 

 
5. Teacher will have the paired groups partner with another pair to make a group of four students. Each 

student will be given an envelope with 14 timeline cards (I would need a set of 8). Students are to divide 
the cards however they choose, and research the questions on the back. (Students may use the QR codes 
and the website for information).  

Differentiation: The PowerPoint has notes embedded in it and can be used to match the information 
instead of having the students do research. This modification can be used to speed up the lesson.   
 

6. Once they have researched the questions for each card, they will put their information collected in 
chronological order and be able to tell a political story. Each student will be responsible for completing a 
timeline template, which will include the name of an event or political figure, the dates they were in 
power, and one fact learned. 
 

7. In closing, students in a whole class discussion will share what they predict as one economic, social and 
political future of Iran.   

https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-19751370
https://www.aljazeera.com/blogs/americas/2018/04/iranian-american-180430100156170.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/blogs/americas/2018/04/iranian-american-180430100156170.html




Timeline of Iranian Political History 
Name: _____________________________ 

Date:   _____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Place the Event Title in the bubble.  

2. Include the time of event or in political power. 

3. Include one fact from the timeline facts you 

collected 


























































