
Deconstruct ing Stereotypes 
of Islam and Muslims 

Global Islam and the Arts, Holly Loranger 



Discuss the fol lowing in your smal l  group 

➢What is a stereotype? 
➢Have you personally ever felt  the impact  of 

stereotyping? Explain. 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Allow students to share examples.



What are some common stereotypes you’ve heard 
about  various religious groups? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Allow students to discuss. Be sure to set the parameters for appropriate and safe conversation. Be sure students understand that sharing examples of stereotypes they’ve heard or been exposed to does not imply an endorsement of those ideass by the teacher or anyone else in the classroom. 



What are some common stereotypes of 
Muslims? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Allow students to share examples



“ The Danger of a Single Story”  

•“The single story creates stereotypes, and the 

problem with stereotypes is not  that  they are untrue, 

but  that  they are incomplete. They make one story 

become the only story.”      

 -Chimamanda N gozi Adichie  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remind students of the power of stereotypes. Discuss definitions of what a stereotype is
Discuss where stereotypes might come from and what might perpetuate them



Cal l  to Prayer: Read along and respond to the 
prompt on your handout  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUHDYlJHaOQ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUHDYlJHaOQ


Stereotypes Hit  N orth Carol ina: A n 
example 
 

As you watch this clip from the Daily 
Show, make a mental note of all the 
references to stereotypes as possible 

 

 

 

http:/ /www.cc.com/video-
clips/z42tvv/ the-daily-show-with-jon-
stewart-terror-unc 
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Discuss: What role has the news media 
played in perpetuat ing stereotypes of 
Islam and Muslims? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Allow students to share examples



 
 
Discuss with partner/group: What  role has 
Hollywood played in contribut ing to the 
development  of stereotypes? Think of as many 
examples as you can. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Give partners/groups 3-5 minutes. Allow students to share.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As students view the clip from Aladdin (https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=aEryAoLfnAA), they should list as many examples of stereotypes as possible.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEryAoLfnAA


Presenter
Presentation Notes
As students view the clip from “Planet of the Arabs” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=Mi1ZNEjEarw), they should list as many examples of stereotypes as possible (see handout). Be sure to preview this. There are images associated with violence and graphic language. This clip is best used with older students. The first 2 minutes provide plenty of context. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mi1ZNEjEarw


Deconstruct ing Stereotypes Related to Islam 

Let’s explore some common stereotypes related to 
Islam and Muslims. Then, let’s deconstruct  them.  



M isconcept ion: Islam has only a relat ively 
recent  presence in the U S 

When did you think Islam first  arrived in the U nited 
States? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Allow students to share examples.



A  N orth Carol ina  connect ion to Islam’s long 
history in the Americas 

• O mar Ibn Said 
• 180 6: sold into slavery in Senegal 
• Ran away, arrested in Fayetteville, N C 
• Covered prison walls in Arabic 
• An educated scholar who wrote an 

autobiography while living in Bladen 
County 

• O , People of America! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Long history of Islam in America, including: December 25, 1522: Muslims lead a revolt against Diego Columbus.
armed with machetes used to cut cane, 15 colonial settlers were killed before the insurrection was stopped
Spanish records show requests for Queen Isabella to stop shipments of enslaved Muslims
Play the link to the Backstory segment on Omar Ibn Said (4:38 minutes in length)

http://backstoryradio.org/blog/the-writing-on-the-wall
http://backstoryradio.org/shows/islam-the-united-states-2/


M isconcept ion: There is l it t le to no tradit ion 
of the arts associated with Islam 

What  comes to mind when you think of Islam and the 
arts? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Allow students to share examples
-After sharing examples, tell students you’ll be sharing some examples related to Islam and the arts on the slides that follow. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Duke’s Shangri la collection
Youssou N’Dour
Nani Topeng Losari
Pakistan’s Ajoka Theater




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Youssou N’Dour is a Senegalese Muslim musician: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lImUlLCVP4A 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lImUlLCVP4A


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nani Topeng Losari:  The extraordinary range of dance forms in Indonesia is a reflection of the country’s huge diversity of cultures and ethnicities. Originating in Cirebon on the north coast of West Java, the Topeng Losari mask dance is rooted in indigenous Javanese culture. Award-winning seventh-generation mask dancer Nani is working to revive this highly dramatic, opulently costumed tradition. Demanding exceptional agility and stamina, the mask dances (“topeng” dances) of Losari are steeped in mysticism and magic, with the belief that masks transfer special powers to the wearer. Nani always performs with her eyes closed, dancing in prayer to God, Earth and the body. (from Carolina Performing Arts): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZoMud-cAVQ

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZoMud-cAVQ


M isconcept ion: Islam prevents women from 
expressing themselves 

What  comes to mind when you think of the 
relat ionship between Islam and women? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Allow students to share examples. Acknowledge that there are situations where Muslim women are experiencing oppression. However, that is true in connection with a variety of factors… often cultural, in various religious contexts.




Exploring Selected Counter-stereotypes 
of Muslims and Islam 

Focus: Stereotypes related to Muslim women 

As we move through the videos and images that  follow, record your 
observat ions on the handout . Be prepared to discuss your thoughts 
with the rest  of the class.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Hijabi” is the debut music video from independent artist Mona Haydar. Mona Haydar is an American poet, activist and musician. Her parents emigrated to the US from Syria. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOX9O_kVPeo 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOX9O_kVPeo


Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Grown Green on this Land” is a rap song written and performed by Salome, an Iranian musician and artist. Born in 1985, she is Iran’s first female rapper and one of the only female Iranian rap musicians. (play to 1:30 or so) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnK4db0zlgk 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnK4db0zlgk


Saudi Women Stunt Hard, N PR 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduce this example by playing the radio segment from NPR. The broadcast will provide appropriate context for students in order to understand what is happening in the music video and how it reflects Saudi society. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1rUn2j1hLOo 

http://www.npr.org/2017/02/01/512895766/saudi-women-stunt-hard-and-dis-men-in-a-music-video-gone-viral
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1rUn2j1hLOo


Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XSGpOZ8ehbw

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XSGpOZ8ehbw


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Trailer for the Saudi film “Wadjda”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3koigluYOH0

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3koigluYOH0


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nike ad: “What will they say about you?” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-UO9vMS7AI Nike's project for or International Women’s Day (March 8), are these three Nike films that aim to inspire more women and girls to get active. The films are part of three campaigns that launched locally last month in the Middle East, Russia and Turkey, but resonate globally. The one objective of the different local campaign was to encourage women to leap over life’s obstacles and get active, regardless of societal, physical or cultural barriers. In the middle east, as in so many other cultures, the main obstacle is "What will they think about you?" This ad serves as a punch against that cage, who cares what they think? The 70-second clip film highlights five remarkable women who have achieved personal success through competitive and amateur sport.  Despite concerns or criticism, these women hope that the world will say they’re pioneers, role models and strong voices for their region.   The film features both professional and everyday athletes from the Arab region, including Parkour Trainer, Amal Mourad; Figure Skater, Zahra Lari; Pop Singer; Balquees Fathi; Fencer, Inès Boubakri; and Boxer, Arifa Bseiso.  
Source: Adland.com

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-UO9vMS7AI


Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAS2R4axS-Y

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAS2R4axS-Y


Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OavrXZs9YgM

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OavrXZs9YgM


Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUKp5p77Ev4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUKp5p77Ev4


A fghan Cycles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://vimeo.com/79696482

https://vimeo.com/79696482
https://vimeo.com/79696482


Observat ions? 
Take a moment  to share some of your observat ions 

within your small group. 

What  did you write? 

What  counter-stereotypes did you observe? What  
surprised you? What  do you have quest ions about? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A  Handbook for Deconstruct ing 
Stereotypes of Islam and Muslims 

See Activity Guidelines 
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