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DUKE UNC CONSORTIUM FOR MIDDLE EAST STUDIES OUTREACH PROGRAM
“Connecting the Middle East to the Southeast” Study Tour
Reading Guide #7
Instructions:  To receive 1.2 CEU credits or 12 Professional Development Contact Hours educators must successfully prepare for the tour by completing three readings and reading guides, attend the full day on August 11, and complete a post-program reflection. Reading guides can be turned in during the morning of the Study Tour, or you may email or mail this completed document to Emma Harver before at:
Email:   harver@email.unc.edu 
Mail:      Emma Harver, CCSMEMC, 301 Pittsboro St., CB #7582, UNC at Chapel	       Hill, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7582 



Reading: Ernst, Carl. (2003). Approaching Islam in terms of Religion. In Following Muhammad: Rethinking Islam in the Contemporary World (62-69). Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press. 


1. This text goes beyond the Five Pillars of Islam and discusses the three concepts that are essential to Islamic religious thought (islam, iman and ihsan). How do these factors represent both external and internal aspects of faith? 
     




2. The media has focused on modern Islamic reform movements. It is important to remember that these movements “represent only one tendency in contemporary Islamic thought.” Why does the author consider the term, “fundamentalism,” to be problematic and confusing?
     




[bookmark: _GoBack]3.  Why is it important to understand the vocabulary that adherents of a faith use when discussing their religion? What difficulties are presented in the process of translation?
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