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DUKE UNC CONSORTIUM FOR MIDDLE EAST STUDIES OUTREACH PROGRAM
“Connecting the Middle East to the Southeast” Study Tour
Reading Guide #3
Instructions:  To receive 1.2 CEU credits or 12 Professional Development Contact Hours educators must successfully prepare for the tour by completing three readings and reading guides, attend the full day on August 11, and complete a post-program reflection. Reading guides can be turned in during the morning of the Study Tour, or you may email or mail this completed document to Emma Harver before at:
Email:   harver@email.unc.edu 
Mail:      Emma Harver, CCSMEMC, 301 Pittsboro St., CB #7582, UNC at Chapel	       Hill, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7582 



Reading: Hammer, Julianne and Safi, Omid. (2013). Introduction: American Islam, Muslim Americans, and the American Experiment. In Julianne Hammer & Omid Safi (Eds.), The Cambridge Companion to American Islam (1-14). New York: Cambridge University Press. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resource: First Amendment Center: A nonpartisan national initiative focused on educating the American public about the religious-liberty principles of the First Amendment. Check out their Resources Page for FAQ’s about religion in schools (http://www.newseuminstitute.org/religion/resources/qa/). 



1.  Presidents Thomas Jefferson and Barack Obama both expressed respect for Islam. In what ways have these two influential figures illustrated that Muslim Americans are part of the fabric of American society?
     



2.  Describe the difference between “American Muslims” and “Muslim Americans,” according to the contributors to the volume.
     



3.  Do you have questions about teaching about religion at school? The First Amendment Center has a great series of “Freedom of Religion Q&A.” Examples of questions include: “Can religious scriptures be used in a public school classroom?”, and “Is it legal for students to pray in public schools?” Take a few moments to browse the answers to any lingering questions you may have.
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